OFFICE OF SPECIAL MASTERS

(Filed: July 3, 2002)
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AUTISM GENERAL ORDER #1

A. Background

This Autism General Order #1 is being issued by the Office of Special Masters (*OSM”), to
addressanunusua Situationfacing the National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program (“ Program.”)* This
Stuation arises out of concern in recent years that certain childhood vaccinations might be causing or
contributing to an gpparent increase in the diagnoss of a type of serious neurodevelopmenta disorder
known as “ autism spectrum disorder,” or “autism” for short.? Specificdly, it has been aleged that cases

The gpplicable statutory provisions defining the Programare found at 42 U.S.C. § 300aa-10 et
seg. (2000). Hereinafter, for ease of citation, al “8§” references will beto 42 U.S.C. § 300aa (2000).

2An autism spectrum disorder is a brain disorder affecting a person’ s ability to communicate, form
relationships, and/or respond appropriately to the environment. Such disorders sometimesresult in degth.
The “spectrum” of such disorders includes relatively high-functioning persons with speech and language
intact, aswell as persons who are mentdly retarded, mute, or with serious languege delays. Symptoms
may include, but are not limited to, avoidance of eye contact, seeming “ deafhess,” abrupt loss of language,



of autism, or neurodevelopmental disorders amilar to autism, may be caused by MeadessMumps-Rubella
(“MMR”) vaccindions, by the “thimerosd” ingredient contained in certain Diphtheria-Tetanus-Pertusss
(“DTP’), Diphtheria Tetanus-acdllar Pertussis (“DTaP’), Hepatitis B, and Hemophilus Influenza Type B
(“HIB™) vaccinations; or by some combination of the two.

To date, over 400 cases dleging a causa rdaionship between such vaccinations and autism
disorders have been filed in this court; more than 300 of those cases have beenfiled inthe past Sx months.
Moreover, numerous avil lavsuits againg vaccine manufacturers, dleging that the thimerosa ingredient
caused autism, have been filed in courts around the country. One recent ruling in such a suit determined
as a matter of law that such daims of vaccinees againg vaccine manufacturers must be dismissed and
brought to this court as Program clams. See Owens v. American Home Products Corp., 2002 WL
992094 (S.D. Tex. May 7, 2002).

Asareault of the influx of Program claims and the potentia for many more such clams, the OSM
has held aseries of medtings withaninformal advisory committeeto address the task of dedling with these
clams. This committee conssted of petitioners counsa who represent many such current and potential
Program cdlamants, dong with legd and medica representatives of the Secretary of Health and Human
Services. (See Ex. Cforalig of the participantsinthat advisory committee)) The participating petitioners
counsdl, who are in contact with many other petitioners counsd, have estimated that due to the Owens
decision, gpproximately 3,000 to 5,000 such Program petitions (or possibly even more) are likely to be
filed with this court during the next severd months.

Processing such alarge number of caseswill stretch thinly the resources of both the court and the
bar. Itisintheinterests of dl that the court aggressively, but fairly, manage this docket to ensureatimdy
presentation and resolution of the difficult medical and legdl issues raised in these cases. This Autism
General Order #1 and the procedure detailed herein resulted fromextensive discussions with the parties
representatives, and from the specid masters experience in handling other groups of cases presenting
commonissues. Thecourt isconfident that thisprocedure, coupled with the cooperative effortsand quaity
advocacy of counsd, will provide the necessary information for resolving these cases, within areasonable
time frame,

During the advisory committee meetings, petitioners representatives proposed a timetable for
resolving the generd causation issues involved in these cases which extended well over two years. In
response, the OSM established one overriding principle governingdl suggestions, proposals, and requests-
-the OSM'’ s decision on the causation issues shdl be rendered within two years after the filing of this

unawareness of environment, physical abusiveness, inaccesshility, fixation, bizarre behavior, “flgoping,”
repetitive and/or obsessive behavior, insengtivity to pain, socid withdrawal, and extreme sengtivity to
sounds, textures, tastes, smells, and light. Nationd Ingtitute of Mental Hedlth, Publication 97-4023.
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Generd Order. The OSM’ s subsequently adopted procedure and schedule contained herein are designed
to meet that two-year time frame.

B. Proposal of petitioners representatives

Autism cases are not new to the court; a number have been pending for severa years. However,
in those pending cases, petitioners counsel continue to request moretime for the science to crystdize, to
obtain experts, and in general to prepare their proof concerning the difficult medical and legd causation
issues. Smilarly, in the advisory committee discussions described above, petitioners' representatives have
stated that they are not prepared to present their causation case at thistime. Rather, petitioners request
extensive discovery--documents, studies, and raw data from government agencies and possibly vaccine
manufacturers--informationrelevant to the general causationissues, through this court’ s discovery process.

Accordingly, petitioners  representatives in the advisory committee meetings have proposed a
generd procedure by which the OSM could process the daims described above, both those aready filed
and those about to be filed. They propose that the OSM uitilize a two-step procedure: first, conduct an
inquiry into the gener al causationissuesinvolvedinthesecases-- i.e., whether the vaccinations inquestion
can cause autism and/or similar disorders, and if so in what circumstances; and then, second, gpply the
conclusons reached in that generd inquiry to the individua cases. They propose that the OSM establish
an “Autism Magter File’ with respect to the generd causation issues, which would be open to inspection
by any interested persons, and which would congtitute an evidentiary record with respect to the genera
causation issues. They propose that a team of petitioners lawyers be sdected to represent the interests
of dl petitionersinthese autismcases during the course of this general causationinquiry. They proposethat
the proceeding begin with alengthy period of discovery concerning the general causationissues, followed
by a designation of experts for each side, an evidentiary hearing, and a ruling on the genera causation
issues. Findly, the specid master’ sdetermination on the genera causation issues would be applied to the
individual cases.

During the meetings of the informal advisory group, respondent’ s representatives did not oppose
petitioners generd plan, as sat forth above, that the OSM conduct a generd inquiry into the causation
question, then apply the conclusons reached in that inquiry to theindividua cases.

C. Procedure adopted by the OSM

After congdering carefully the practicd and thoughtful advice from petitioners and respondent’s
representatives presented during the medtings of the advisory committee, the OSM responds to the
chdlenge presented by thisinflux of cases with the following procedures.

Firg, the OSM adopts the genera approach to these cases suggested by the participants in the
informa advisory committee. That is, the OSM will utilize a two-step procedure: Fird, the OSM will
inquireintothegeneral causation issuesinvolved inthese cases--i.e., whether the vaccinations inquestion



can cause autism and/or smilar disorders, and if s0 in what circumstances, and then, second, the
conclusons reached in that generd inquiry will be gpplied to the individud cases. As proposed, the OSM
will authorize ateam of attorneys to represent the interestsof dl petitioners in these autismcases during the
course of this genera causationinguiry, which is officidly entitled the “Omnibus Autism Proceeding.” The
inquiry will proceed as generdly proposed by petitioners attorneys--i.e., aperiod for any court-approved
discovery concerning the general causation issues, followed by a designation of experts for each Side, an
evidentiary hearing, and findly a specia master’ s ruling on the generd causation issues. Subsequently, the
generd causation conclusions will be applied to the individua cases.

Thecourtwill, as proposed, establishan“ AutisnMaster File’ withrespect to the genera causation
issues involved in these cases. That file will be open to ingpection by any interested persons, and will
condtitute an evidentiary record with respect to the generd causation issues. All evidence rdevant to the
generd causationissues, induding transcripts of any evidentiary hearings, will be placed into thet file. The
firg documents placed into that master file will be thisAutismGenera Order #1 and the attachments hereto.

Inaccordance with§ 300aa-12(d)(1), the Chief Special Master hereby designates Specia Master
George Hastings to preside over the Omnibus Autism Proceeding, and to make any necessary rulings on
the genera causation issues.

Representing the interests of petitioners in the Omnibus Autism Proceeding will be a Petitioners
Steering Committee.  This committee will be comprised of counsal who are representing Program
petitionersin autism cases. Currently, the vast mgority of pending Program autism cases have been filed
by asmdl number of law firms. The OSM invited attorneys from those firmsto participate in theinformal
advisory committee described above. Those counsd have organized the initial Petitioners Steering
Committee, whose members are set forth at Ex. D to this Order. Other counsdl who are interested in
serving on the Steering Committee may contact the members of that committee to expresstheir interest.
The OSM believes that membership on the Steering Committee shoud be determined by petitioners
counsd, interacting among themsdves. The Committee shal keep the presiding special master apprised,
however, of changesin its membership. The Committee shall designate two attorneys as “lead counsd,”
authorized to sgn and file documents on behdf of the Committee into the Autisn Master File, and to
represent the Committee at status conferences. Intheunlikely event that disputesarise asto the Committee
membership, the presiding specid magter shdl be informed immediately and will resolve any issues.

Smilaly, respondent shdl designate two “lead counsel” for respondent in the Omnibus Autism
Proceeding, who will be authorized to file documents onbehdf of respondent intothe AutismMaster File,
and to represent respondent at status conferences.

Wheneéither “party” to the Omnibus AutismProceeding--i.e., the Petitioners: Steering Committee
or respondent--files documentsinto the AutisnMaster File, if the document islessthan 20 pages, theparty
shdl file an origind and two copies. For documents of 20 or more pages, an origind and one copy will
auffice. By rule, the Clerk of the Court will filethe origind in the Autism Master File and send the copy or
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copiesto the presding specia master. Unlessrequested, separate mailingsto the presiding specia master
are unnecessary.  The Steering Committee will serve a copy of each filed document on each of the two
designated lead counsdl for respondent. The respondent will serve acopy of each filed document oneach
member of the Steering Committee.

Attached to this Generd Order as Exhibit A is the “Master Autism Petition for Vaccine
Compensation” (“Master Petition”). This document was drafted and presented to the OSM by the
Petitioners Steering Committee. It sets forth the generd alegation that a vaccinee s autistic disorder or
amilar disorder was caused by one or more of the MMR and thimerosal-containing vaccinations. It
provides that any Program petitioner filing a * Short-Form Autism Petition for Vaccinee Compensation,”
inaform smilar to that set forth as Exhibit B to this Genera Order, representsthat such petitioner’sclam
meets the criteria set forth in the Master Petition. As will be detailed below, by filing such a short-form
petition, a petitioner will eect into the Omnibus Autism Proceeding, and smultaneoudy opt to Stay case-
gpecific proceedings on his own petition until the conclusion of the Omnibus Autism Proceeding.

D. TheAutism Master Schedule

To meet the court’ s salf-imposed two-year timetable for decision, the Omnibus AutismProceeding
will be conducted according to an Autism Master Schedule, appended to this Genera Order as Exhibit E.
This schedule has been determined through cooperative discussions at the advisory committee meetings.
Petitioners representatives proposed the first draft of the schedule. They proposed a schedule covering
two years, from issuance of aninitid Generd Order (i.e., this Order) until the date of an evidentiary hearing
on the general causation issues, with an additional unspecified period of time obviousy needed for the
presiding specid master to andyze the evidence introduced at the hearing and produce a written opinion.
In that proposed schedule, essentially 470 of the 730 days in the two-year period were devoted to the
discovery process. Thefirst proposal extended beyond two years and thus was rejected by the OSM.
After discusson, petitioners submitted a revised schedule which shortened the discovery period to 410
days, moved the hearing date up, and built in sufficient time to decide the causation issues within the two-
year period. This second proposd is adopted, with dight modifications and three observations.

Firgt, and foremogt, the OSM expects that the parties will act promptly and vigoroudy to adhere
to this schedule, if not move more quickly. Because the interests of thousands of petitionersare affected,
the presding speciad master will be disnclined to dlow the Omnibus Autism Proceeding to dip behind
schedule. Infact, the OSM and the presiding specid master will gtrictly manage these proceedingsin an
effort to resolve the causation issues in less than the dlotted two-year time period.

Second, the OSM recognizes that two yearsis areatively long timeto ask petitioners to wait for
aruling on the genera causationissues. Congressclearly envisoned rulings on Program petitions rendered
in amuch shorter time frame. However, the short decision-making time periods provided in the Program
gtatute were obvioudy based upon the assumption that most Program dams would present far different
issues than those presented in theseautismcases. The assumption clearly wasthat in most Program cases



the question for the specid master would Smply be whether petitioner’ s case fit within one of the “Table
Injury” categories set forth at § 300aa-14(a). It was adso assumed that eveninthoserdatively few cases
where no Table Injury was aleged and a petitioner attempted to prove that the vaccine “actudly caused”
an injury, the petitioner would file along with his petition al of his proof concerning the causation issue,
induding areport froman expert supporting the clam. In contras, in these autism clams petitionershave
requested a period of 500 days from now--amost a year-and-one-haf--before filing expert reports
explaining and supporting their theory of causation. Thesereportswill follow alengthy discovery period
of atype clearly never envisioned by Congress. However, it is clear to the OSM that the redlity of the
difficult medicd issues involved and the gringent legal standards applied to causation cases justifies
petitioners request for areasonable discovery opportunity and the extended time for filing expert reports.
Unfortunatdy, resolution of the generd causationinguiry must await longer than Congress envisoned and
the OSM would idedlly wish; but itisclear to dl involved that without the requested extended time frames,
petitionerswould be unable to prosecute their dams. Inthisingtance, quick justicewould mean nojusdtice.

Third, the above pages have referenced the “ generd causation issues” The OSM recognizesthat
the Omnibus Autism Proceeding isinitsearliest phase. While petitioners' representatives have mentioned
multiple potentia theoriesof causation, until discovery is completed and expert reports are filed it will not
be known whether one or more causation theories are at issue.  As noted above, there have been
suggestions that autidtic disorders can be caused by (1) MMR vaccinaions, (2) the thimerosa component
of the DTP, DTaP, Hepatitis B, and HIB vaccinations, and/or (3) a combination of (1) and (2).
Accordingly, the presiding specid master, working withthe parties’ representatives, will decide at alater
date the most efficient procedure for resolving the causation issues, depending upon the development of
the causation theories put forth by Petitioners Steering Committee.

E. Optinginto, or out of, the Omnibus Autism Proceeding

All persons with pending petitions or potentid Program clamsinvolving an autistic or autigtic-like
disorder should assess their own casesin light of the Omnibus Autism Proceeding. Many petitionerswith
pending dams have aready requested and have been granted stays in their own cases until the conclusion
of the Omnibus Proceeding.® The presiding specia master will conduct no case-specific proceedingsin
those “stayed” cases until the conclusion of the Omnibus Proceeding, unless otherwise requested by a
party. The OSM will keep al petitioners or their counsd updated as to the progress of the Omnibus
Proceeding. After the Omnibus Proceeding is concluded by the specid master’s ruling concerning the
genera causationissues, the individua caseswill then be addressed. If the ruling on the genera causation
issues gppears favorable to an individua petitioner’s case, the petitioner will be ordered to demonstrate
that his or her case qudifies for compensation under the genera ruling, and proceed to a damages

3Such caseswill be officidly transferred from the docket of the originally-assigned speciad master
to the docket of Specid Master Hagtings, the special master presiding over the Omnibus Autism
Proceeding.



determination. If the generd ruling, on the other hand, appears unfavorable to an individua petitioner’s
case, then the petitioner will be given the opportunity to introduce additional supportive case-specific
evidence, induding expert reports, or to dismiss the case for want of proof. The court will determine how
to processindividua cases, following the resolution of the genera causation issues, only after anpletime
and opportunity is granted to each petitioner to review the evidence from the Omnibus Proceeding, to
consult with counsel and medica experts, and then to make a reasoned choice.

Any petitioner witha pending autism-related daim, who has not yet requested to have proceedings
in his own case stayed for the duration of the Omnibus Autism Proceeding, may do so smply by filing a
Notice to Stay Proceedings, similar to that contained at Ex. F to this General Order. Oncethat is done,
no case-pecific proceedings will be held in that case until further notice, and that case will be trested as
described in the previous paragraph.

Persons who have autism-related claims for whichthey have not yet filed Program petitions, and
who wishto have thar cases stayed during the Omnibus Autism Proceeding, mayfile their petitions by filing
a " Short-Form Autism Petition for Vaccine Compensation” in aform smilar to the one set forth as Ex. B
to this General Order.* No medica records need be filed with such a short-form petition, though each
petitioner or his counsd is encouraged to assemble, organize, and keep dl rdlevant medica records so that
they will be avalladle for filing if, and when, the petitioner is directed to do so by the specia master. Once
such a short-form petition is filed, no case-specific proceedings will be held in the case during the course
of the Omnibus Autism Proceeding, and the case will be treated as described above.

One important caveat, however, is drawn to the attention of all petitioners and their
counsel! Theremay be casesinvolving autistic-like disorderswhich manifested following aninjury defined
intheVaccine Injury Table. That is, a vaccinee may have suffered an episode involving a severe acute
encephalopathy within 72 hours after a pertussis vaccination (DTP or DTaP), or 5 to 15 days after an
MMR veccingion. If so, such an acute encephdopathy and any resdua effects thereof would be
presumed to be vaccine-caused pursuant to the Vaccine Injury Table. See 42 C.F.R. §100.3(a) (10-1-
97 version of CFR).> However, this would apply only to cases faling within the current Vaccine Injury
Table sdefinitionof “acute encepha opathy,” inwhichthevaccineesuffered a sudden, dramatic, and severe
change in leve of consciousness lagting at least 24 hours. 42 C.F.R. § 100.3(b)(2)(i)(A) and (D). The
incident must have been “sufficiently severe so asto require hospitdization,” though actua hospitalization
at the time need not have occurred. 42 C.F.R. § 100.3(b)(2)(i). Autism casesinvolving Table Injuries
have been compensated under the Program. If in a particular case there exis medica records

“The OSM acknowledges that respondent opposes the use of a short-formpetition. Thecourt’s
reasoning on thistopic will be set forth in a separate document.

*Notethat the Vaccine Injury Table contained in the statute at § 300aa-14(a) is not gpplicable to
Program petitions filed snce March 10, 1995. For any petition filed on or after March 24, 1997, the
applicable Vaccine Injury Tableisfound at 42 C.F.R. § 100.3 (1997).
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demondrating that such a qudifying “acute encepha opathy” occurred within the gppropriate time frame,
petitioner or counsel should bring that to the assigned special master’ sattentionso that, if appropriate, the
case can be processed without delay asa Table Injury.

Hndly, petitioners should note that even after decting to have their case sayed pending the
conclusion of the Omnibus AutismProceeding, sucheectionisnot irrevocable. Thet is, if a afuturetime
a petitioner determines that his own case should be separated from the Omnibus Autism Proceeding and
processed separately, withthe petitioner introducing case-specific proof of causation, such petitioner may
request that a specid master andyze his case. A specid master will be assigned and the case will be
processed as expeditioudy as possible.

F. Obtaining Information About the Progress of the Omnibus Autism Proceeding

Asnoted above, during the course of the Omnibus AutismProceeding, the individud autism cases
will be stayed, with no case-specific proceedings conducted. During that time, however, the OSM will
keep the petitionersin such cases wel informed as to the progress of the Omnibus Autism Proceeding, by
two devices,

Firgt, the OSM fromtime-to-time will issue additiona AutismGenera Ordersdetalingthe progress
of the Omnibus AutismProceeding. Such generd orderswill besenttodl counsd, or petitionersappearing
pro se, in autism cases.

Secondly, a specific page onthis court’s internet website will be devoted to the Omnibus Autism
Proceeding. Relevant filed documents and periodic updates regarding the proceedings will be posted on
that Ste. Thispage may be accessed by logging onto this court’ swebsite at WW.USCIC.USCOUNS.gou, then
clicking on the “ Specid Magters’ icon.

G. Conclusion

The Office of Specia Masters is determined to process these autiam petitions as swiftly and
effidently as possble, while giving dl interested parties a far opportunity to present thar dams and
evidence. We appreciate the assstance of al petitioners, petitioners counsd, and respondent’s
representatives in this chalenging endeavor.

Gary J. Golkiewicz
Chief Specia Master
For the Office of Specia Masters
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EXHIBIT A

IN THE UNITED STATES COURT OF FEDERAL CLAIMS
OFFICE OF SPECIAL MASTERS
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IN RE: CLAIMSFOR VACCINE INJURIES *

RESULTING IN AUTISM SPECTRUM *

DISORDER OR A SIMILAR *
NEURODEVELOPMENTAL DISORDER * AUTISM MASTER FILE

*

VARIOUS PETITIONERS, *

*

V. *

*

SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND *

HUMAN SERVICES, *

*

Respondent. *

*
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MASTER AUTISM PETITION FOR VACCINE COMPENSATION

Pursuant to the Autism Genera Order #1 issued by the Office of Special Masters of this Court on
July 3, 2002, this Master Autism Petition for Vaccine Compensation is hereby placed into the Omnibus
Autism Magter File created in the Office of the Clerk of this Court. Asdetailed in that Autism Generd
Order #1, any petitioner desiring that his or her Vaccine Act dam be processed along with the other
“Omnibus Autism” cases may filea“ Short-Form Autism Petitionfor Vaccine Compensation” smilar to that
contained at Ex. B to the Autism Genera Order #1. Any petitioner who files such a short-form
petition will be deemed to be representing that such petitioner’s own particular claim meetsthe
following criteria:

1 The petitioner dleges avaccine-rdated injury and/or death, and requests compensation
under the Natonal Vaccine Injury Compensation Program, codified at
42 U.S.C. 88 300aa-10 et seq. (Supp. 1996).

2. No avil action againg a vaccine manufacturer or adminigirator for the vaccine-related
injury or death dleged by the petitioner is pending. No person has previoudy collected an
award or settlement of a dvil action for damages for the vaccine-rdated injury or death
being claimed.



3. Asadirect result of one or more vaccinations covered under the National Vaccine Injury
Compensation Program, the vaccinee in question has developed a neurodevelopmenta
disorder, consiting of an Autism Spectrum Disorder” or asimilar disorder. This disorder
was caused by a meadesmumpsrubdla (MMR) vaccination; by the “thimerosa”
ingredient in certain Diphtheria-Tetanus-Pertusss (DTP), Diphtheria-Tetanus-acellular
Pertusss (DTaP), Hepatitis B, and Hemophilus Influenza Type B (HIB) vaccinations; or
by some combination of the two.

4, The vaccineereceived the vaccination or vaccindionsin question inthe United States, or
otherwise in compliance with 42 U.S.C. § 300aa-11(c)(1)(B).

5. The petition is being filed within three years &fter the first symptom of the disorder, or
withinthree years after the first symptom of a vaccine-caused sgnificant aggravationof the
disorder. (If thevaccine-related degth isdleged, the petitionisbeing filed withintwo years
after the date of death and no later than 48 months after onset of the injury from which
death resulted.)

6. The vaccine-related injury either has perssted for more than sx months or resulted in
death.

Therefore, by filing a“ Short-Form Autism Petition for Vaccine Compensation,” a petitioner will
be deemed to be seeking an award under the National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program. Such a
petitioner will be deemed to have deferred specific compensation demands, pursuant to
42 U.S.C. 8 300aa-11(e), until the issue of entitlement to compensation is determined.

" An autismspectrum disorder is a brain disorder affecting the petitioner’ s ability to communicate,
form relaionships, and/or respond appropriately to the environment. Such disorders sometimes result in
death. The “spectrum” of such disorders includes relatively high-functioning persons with speech and
language intact, as well as persons who are mentally retarded, mute, or with serious language delays.
Symptoms may include, but are not limited to, avoidance of eye contact, seeming “deafness” abrupt loss
of language, unawareness of environment, physical abusiveness, inaccessibility, fixation, bizarre behavior,
“flapping,” repetitive and/or obsessve behavior, insengtivity to pain, socid withdrawa, and extreme
sengtivity to sounds, textures, tastes, smdls, and light. Nationd Indtitute of Menta Hedth, Publication97-
4023.



EXHIBIT B
IN THE UNITED STATES COURT OF FEDERAL CLAIMS

OFFICE OF SPECIAL MASTERS
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*
’

parent(s) of *
,aminor, *
* No. [leave blank ]
* Special Master [leave blank
Petitioners, *
*
V. *
*
SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND *
HUMAN SERVICES, *
*
Respondent. *
*
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SHORT-FORM AUTISM PETITION FOR VACCINE COMPENSATION

The petitioners, on behdf of thair minor child, hereby petitionfor compensationunder the Nationa
Vaccine I njury Compensation Program, and adopt the MASTER AUTISM PETITION FORVACCINE
COMPENSATION.

Sign:
Date Print Name:
Address:
Check One: City, State, Zip:
Attorney O Phone Number:
ProSe O Fax Number:

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that a copy of the attached Autism Petition for Vaccine Compensation was sent
by First Class or Certified Mail on , tor

Secretary of Hedlth and Human Services
c/o Director, Bureau of Hedlth Professons
5600 Fishers Lane, Suite 8-05

Rockville, MD 20857

Signature of person mailing Petition



AUTISM ADVISORY COMMITTEE PARTICIPANTS

Participants from the Office of Special Masters

Chief Specid Magter Gary Golkiewicz
Specid Master George Hagtings
Special Master John Edwards

Petitioners Counsd Participants

Clifford Shoemaker

Ghada A. Anis

SHOEMAKER & ASSOCIATES
Vienna, VA

Jeff Thompson
WILLIAMSBAILEY, L.L.P.
Houston, TX

John Kim
GALLAGHER, LEWIS, DOWNEY & KIM
Houston, TX

Ben C. Martin
LAW OFFICES OF BEN C. MARTIN
Ddlas, TX

Ronadd Homer

Kevin Conway

CONWAY, HOMER & CHIN-CAPLAN, P.C.
Boston, MA

Participants Representing Respondent

Mark Raby
Vince Matanoski
U.S. Department of Justice

EXHIBIT C



Vito Caserta, M.D., Chief Medica Officer
Nationd Vaccine Injury Compensation Program
Medicd Anayss Branch

U.S. Department of Hedlth & Human Services

Deborah Harris
Office of Gengrd Counsd, Public Hedth Divison
U.S. Department of Hedlth & Human Services

Vernessa Pollard, Assstant Chief Counsdl
Office of the Chief Counsd
Food and Drug Administration



EXHIBIT D

AUTISM PETITIONERS STEERING COMMITTEE

Clifford Shoemaker
cliff @attorneyaccess.net

Ghada A. Anis
ghada@attorneyaccess.net

Jeff Thompson
jthompson@williamsbailey.com

John Kim
jhkkimlaw@aol .com

Rondd Homer
rhomer@ccandh.com

Kevin Conway
kconway @ccandh.com

SHOEMAKER & ASSOCIATES
Attorneys and Counsdors of Law
9711 Meadowlark Road

Vienna, VA 22182

Telephone: (703) 281-6395

Fax: (703) 281-5807

WILLIAMSBAILEY, L.L.P.
8441 Gulf Freeway, Suite 600
Houston TX 77017-5001
Telephone: (713) 230-2207
Fax: (713) 643-6226

GALLAGHER, LEWIS, DOWNEY & KIM
Bank of America Center

700 Louisana Street, 40th Floor

Houston TX 77002

Telephone: (713) 238-7787

Fax: (713) 222-0066

CONWAY, HOMER & CHIN-CAPLAN, P.C.
16 Shawmut Street

Boston, MA 02116

Telephone: (617) 695-1990

Fax: (617) 695-0880



July 3, 2002

August 2, 2002

September 3, 2002

September 17, 2002
October 8, 2002

February 3, 2003

March 3, 2003

March 17, 2003
April 3, 2003
August 22, 2003
August 22, 2003
October 21, 2003
November 21, 2003
January 21, 2004

February 20, 2004

March 22, 2004

May 3, 2004

EXHIBIT E
OMNIBUSAUTISM PROCEEDING

MASTER SCHEDULING ORDER

Autism Gengrd Order #1

Petitionersfile discovery requests, setting forth the discovery sought from
any party or entity subject to the control of respondent agency

Respondent files response and any objections to petitioners discovery
requests

Conference on discovery requests
Hearing on discovery requests

Petitionersfile supplemental discovery requestssattingforthany additiona
and/or third-party discovery sought

Respondent and/or third parties file response and any objections to
supplemental discovery requests

Conference on supplementa discovery requests

Hearing on supplementa discovery requests

Discovery completed

Petitioners designate experts for Omnibus Hearing
Respondent designate experts for Omnibus Hearing
Petitioners file expert reports with supporting authorities
Respondent file expert reports with supporting authorities

Any additiona mations, objections, statements of interest, etc., must be
filed

Omnibus evidentiary hearing

Post-hearing briefs due



July 3, 2004 Decision on causation issues



EXHIBIT F

IN THE UNITED STATES COURT OF FEDERAL CLAIMS

OFFICE OF SPECIAL MASTERS

*k kkkkhkkkhkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkKkk Kk %k %

---and ---, *
parents of *
_______________ *

Petitioner[g], *

*

V. *
*

SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND *
HUMAN SERVICES, *

*
*

Respondent.

*

*kkkkkhkk kk kk Kk Kk Kk khkk Kk Kk Kk kK *k %

NOTICE TO DEFER PROCEEDINGSIN AUTISM CASE

The petitioner[g] inthis case believe] | that the causationquestioninthe case may be related to the
generd causation issues to be addressed in the Omnibus Autism Proceeding, and request[s] that case-
specific proceedings in this case be deferred pending completion of the Omnibus Autism Proceeding.

Counsd for Petitioner[]

[or Petitioner appearing pro sg





