










March 4, 2008

Justice Keith
High Court of Justice
Queen’s Branch Division
The Strand
London WC2A 2LL

To The Honorable Mr. Justice Keith: 

The Office of the Special Masters is a division within the United States Court of
Federal Claims responsible for deciding vaccine injury claims pursuant to a federal
statute, the National Vaccine Injury Compensation Act, 42 U.S.C. § 300aa.  In resolving
these claims, the Special Masters consider evidence presented by both sides in vaccine
injury compensation proceedings in order to determine whether the party alleging a
vaccine injury (the petitioner, represented by a private attorney) is entitled to
compensation payable from a fund administered by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (the respondent, represented by attorneys from the U.S. Department of
Justice).  The three undersigned Special Masters are considering approximately 4800
claims in the Omnibus Autism Proceeding (OAP) within the vaccine injury program,
where petitioners allege, among other things, that the MMR immunization was a
substantial contributing cause of their autistic symptoms.

Respondent's counsel from the Department of Justice has presented certain
evidence in these proceedings which was presented originally in litigation in the United
Kingdom involving allegations by claimants that the MMR immunization caused their
autism injuries.  As the U.S. petitioners describe in their application, the evidence
presented to the Special Masters by respondent was generated by the defense side (that is,
by the pharmaceutical companies) in the U.K. litigation and unsealed upon petition by the
respondent in early 2007.  The U.S. petitioners, represented by a group of attorneys,
known as the Petitioners’ Steering Committee (PSC), coordinating the OAP litigation,
seek additional evidence from the claimants’ side in the U.K. matter.  

The undersigned Special Masters join in the PSC petition to unseal certain
documents on file in the U.K. matter.  The evidence requested is related to the role of the
Unigenetics laboratory in conducting tests, analyzing data, and generating reports that are
the bases for a significant portion of the scientific expert testimony at issue in the OAP. 
The reports and testimony of Drs. Rima, Bustin and Simmonds presented by the
respondent here (and on behalf of the pharmaceutical defendants in the U.K.) all take
issue in various ways with the work of the Unigenetics laboratory.  The undersigned



believe this evidence will be of significant assistance in evaluating the PSC’s arguments
and evidence in support of the Unigenetics work and data.  Resolving the conflicting
evidence and arguments related to the Unigenetics laboratory is important, ultimately, in
our decision of the MMR-related compensation claims pending before us. 

We therefore respectfully request that you favorably consider the PSC petition to
unseal documents for use as evidence in the Omnibus Autism Proceeding in the U.S.
National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program.  To that end, we have authorized the
PSC to append this letter to their petition to unseal these documents. 

________________________      ________________________     ________________________
Denise K. Vowell Patricia Campbell-Smith    George L. Hastings, Jr.
Special Master Special Master    Special Master
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